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For over 30 years, the Rabbi Reuven Grodner Beit Midrash Program has provided 
transformational Jewish educational experiences for North American college students 
studying abroad at the Hebrew University Rothberg International School in Jerusalem.

The program introduces students to the deeper significance of Jewish wisdom through 
interactive textual learning experiences in a non-coercive environment. We also offer 
inspirational Shabbat retreats and unique holiday events, which all together give 
students a complete Jewish experience during their time in Israel. 

This coming year we will be expanding our program with two new initiatives: 

The Campus Beit Midrash Initiative is empowering Beit Midrash 
alumni to strengthen Jewish learning on their home campuses across 
North America; 

Gesharim, which will offer native Israeli Hebrew University students 
an opportunity to engage with overseas students on issues of Jewish 
identity and learn Torah in an open, communal environment.

THE RABBI REUVEN GRODNER
BEIT MIDRASH

ABOUT US

GESHARIM

The RRG Beit Midrash Mission Statement:  

To strengthen Jewish students’ connection to Torah  

and their commitment to Israel.
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Dear Friends of the RRG Beit Midrash,
Over the last 31 years, we have been 
blessed to share the beauty, relevance, and 
inspiration of Jewish learning and life with 
literally thousands of students from around 
the world. At the end of each semester, it is 
always our deepest prayer that our students 
will not stop growing Jewishly after they 
returned to their home campuses, but that 
the program will serve as a stepping stone 
towards a deeper and more meaningful 
engagement with Judaism. For “from Zion 
Torah emanates, and the word of Hashem 

from Jerusalem,” (Isiah 2:3); but 
the Torah they learn should 

be carried in the hearts of 
our students as they move 
forward in life, in whichever 
paths they choose, whether 

in Israel or the diaspora. 

After researching a number of our recent 
alumni, we were thrilled to see that the 
program’s long-term effect has been nothing 
short of incredible. You can read about this 
more in our alumni section in this year’s 
Impact Report. But as excited as we are 
concerning the influence of our efforts , we 
are not resting on past successes. 

Over the last few years, we’ve asked 
ourselves some important questions: 

• How can we expand the influence of 
the program considering enrollment 
at Hebrew University is not 
increasing? 

• How can we find ways to share the 
unique RRG Beit Midrash experience 
of learning classical texts with more 
students, both abroad and in Israel? 

In the What’s Next section of the report, 
you will read about our two new programs 

A LETTER FROM RABBI GRODNER & RABBI UDREN

launching in the Fall ’16 academic 
year. We feel these innovative 
programs address these 
questions in important ways. 
We are looking forward to 
expanding our impact both in 
Israel, as well as in North America.

What drives us to branch out 31 years into 
our work at Hebrew U? More than ever, 
we are aware of the importance of our 
mission. The North American students who 
choose to study abroad in Jerusalem are the 
future Jewish leaders, the future olim (new 
immigrants), the future learners and teachers 
of Torah, and the future spokespeople for 
Israel. They deserve our attention and our 
investment. They deserve the best possible 
opportunities for exposure to the Jewish 
tradition that we can offer them. They need 
to be empowered to share what they’ve 
gained at their home campuses. 

We think that these unique and enriching 
opportunities for Jewish growth shouldn’t 
be limited to overseas students, but should 
also be offered to native Israeli students as 
well. There are thousands of bright Hebrew 
U students on campus, each of whom could 
gain from our program. We’re planning 
to start start with ten and will track the 
program’s viability.

We thank you for partnering 
with us in the past, and we 
hope that you will continue 
to partner with us as we 
offer our brand of Jewish 
experience to more students 
across North American and in 
Israel over the coming year and beyond.

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Reuven Grodner    Rabbi Yonatan Udren
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THE RABBI REUVEN GRODNER

BEIT MIDRASH

NEARLY 80%  
OF OVERSEAS  
UNDERGRADUATES  
ATTENDED AT LEAST 
ONE RRG BEIT  
MIDRASH PROGRAM 
DURING THEIR  
TIME AT HEBREW  
UNIVERSITY

OUR
IMPACT AT 
HEBREW 
UNIVERSITY

8 guest lectures including 

IDF officers of the highest 

ranks and industry leaders 

in High Tech

72 UNIQUE 
PROGRAMS 
OFFERED 
THIS PAST 
YEAR

54 text-based  
Jewish  

educational  
programs offered

60 STUDENTS, about 1/3 of the  

Rothberg undergrad students, were set up 

with a personal learning partner (chavruta)

56 students 
participated 

in at least one 
of our Shabbat  

Retreats
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OUR 
LONG-TERM
IMPACT
THE RRG BEIT MIDRASH’S 
IMPACT CONTINUES 
BEYOND STUDENTS’ 
SEMESTER ABROAD

Not only do RRG Beit 
Midrash students have 
an incredible overseas 
experience during their 
semester abroad, but the 
program acts as a significant 
stepping stone towards 
increased connection to 
Jewish life, learning, and 
Israel.

AT LEAST 60% OF 
ACTIVE STUDENTS 
FROM THE YEARS  
2010-2013 ARE  
ACTIVELY INVOLVED 
IN THEIR JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES AND/OR 
IN JEWISH LIFE Nearly 20% 

of active students
from the years 2010-2013
made Aliyah,
and nearly all of them 
served in the IDF.

An additional 15% of those students have  
chosen jobs in the Jewish non-profit world,  
either as educators or non-profit professionals.
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OUR PROGRAMS

THE 
MONDAY 
NIGHT BEIT 
MIDRASH

Our core 
program offered 

60 students from different backgrounds 
and denominations the opportunity to 
learn one-on-one with an incredible 
volunteer chavruta and to address their 
specific questions or topics of interest.

LUNCH N’ 
LEARN 

Every Wednesday 
afternoon, Rav 
Yonatan facilitated 
an engaging 

Torah discussion group over a pizza lunch, 
ranging in topics from How Does the Torah 
Relate to Refugees, to The Purpose of 
Prayer, to Jewish Models of Environmental 
Sustainability.

HOLIDAY 
PROGRAMS 

We take our 
celebrations very 
seriously, and offered 
fun, interactive holiday 

experiences, including: Hanukkah Party and 
Special Guest Lecturer, Purim Party and 
Talent Show, Pre-Passover Bagel Model 
Seder, and a Pre-Shavuot Learn-A-Thon.

LECTURES 

We offered 8 
lectures from 
top leaders in 
the IDF and 
the world of 
Israeli High-

Tech, including: The Story Behind the 
Security Fence given by Colonel Dan 
Tirze, the former head of the IDF’s 
Security Fence Planning Committee; 
Jewish Leadership in Israeli High Tech 
given by Weldon Turner, the COO 
of Gigawatt Global, a multinational 
renewable energy company. 

SHABBAT 
EXPERIENCES 

We offered our students 
five Shabbat experiences, 
including two on-campus 
Shabbat at the Kfar programs, 

both in coordination with the Hebrew University 
Overseas Student Association, and three off-campus 
home hospitality Shabbat Retreats in Katamon and 
Beit El. We also set up numerous students with 
families in the French Hill community for Shabbat 
meals, only a few minutes away from their dormitory.

ALUMNI FOLLOW-UP 

We continue to run alumni 
reunion programs in New 
York City and Toronto, giving 
the chance for students from 
different years to meet, interact, 
and reconnect with Rav Yonatan 
and each other.



7

“The Beit Midrash Program has 

been incredibly important to my 

growth as a Jew and as a person. It’s 

the main reason I’m going to make 

it a point to come back to Israel.” 

Jesse Frankel, Emerson College

 “Without a doubt the Beit Midrash program 

was a highlight of my study abroad experience 

in Israel. The atmosphere was warm and 

welcoming, the topics were relatable, and I had 

the chance to learn from my knowledgeable 

chavruta and grow as a young Jewish leader.”

Leora Mietkiewicz, McGill University, Montreal

“Studying at the RRG Beit Midrash 

Program let me plumb the depths 

of my Judaism, exploring ranges 

of philosophy and thought that I 

had never explored before. Every 

participant is excited to learn new 

insights and opinions from each 

other, and the learning community 

greatly enhanced my study abroad 

experience.”

Ben Ginsburg, University of 

California, Davis

The atmosphere in the Beit Midrash is warm, welcoming, and inclusive, and the program helped me experience learning Torah as a beautiful, organic, holistic part of my Judaism.” 
Emily Camras, University of Michigan

 “This program has helped 
me discover a deeper love 
for Jewish learning than I 
have ever before. I gained 
plenty of knowledge and 
skills, but most importantly 
I gained a great friend in 
my chavruta.”

Peter Young, San Diego 
State University

“I’ve been learning Torah most of my life, but this program has been the first to offer me a steady and inspiring chevruta that has really clicked and allowed me to learn with true vigor and passion.”
Layla Stein, Bar Ilan University

QUOTES FROM OUR STUDENTS
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The Campus 

Beit Midrash 

Initiative 

(CBMI)

Towards the end of the spring semester in 
2013, one of our incredible students, Scott 
Lorsch from American University, told us that 
he planned to start a Beit Midrash program 
modeled after our program on his home 
campus. With the help of his close friend and 
fellow Beit Midrash alum Aaron Stein, as well 
as the AU Hillel Director Jason Benkendorf, 
the AU Hillel Beit Midrash was born, and 
continues on to this day.

Scott and Aaron’s vision for local learning 
programs based on our long-standing Beit 
Midrash model sparked a new vision for 
the RRG Beit Midrash. We started investing 
more resources into leadership training for 
our students, and we actively encouraged 
our students to start or strengthen Jewish 
learning on their campus with our guidance. 
This initiative took form last year with a new 
educational venture called the Campus Beit 
Midrash Initiative (CBMI). This coming fall, 
our first three fellows will be offering unique, 
non-denominational learning programs at 
their local Hillel with materials and guidance 
from the RRG Beit Midrash, as well as 
assistance from their local Hillel staff. We are 
excited to see this new project take flight, 
and to send more fellows to more campuses 
in the future.

Meet our CBMI Fellows: The Shoresh 

Learning Community at the University 

of Pennsylvania

Rebecca Silver, a senior from Toronto, Canada, 
is studying Psychology at the University 
of Pennsylvania, and she spent her Fall 

WHAT’S NEXT? New Projects for the Coming Year— 
The Campus Beit Midrash Innovative (CBMI) and Gesharim

’15 semester abroad at Hebrew University. 
She spends a lot of time at her local Hillel, 
hanging out with friends, studying, attending 
events, and learning in the Beit Midrash. 

“I saw the 
incredible 
impact that 
the RRG Beit 
Midrash had 
on me and 
the other 
students 
during my 
semester 

abroad, and I realized that no 
such initiative existed at my home 
university. I decided that I wanted 
to share that excitement we all felt 
for learning and building Jewish 
community by creating a sustainable 
equivalent at Penn.”

Liza Bernstein, originally from Miami, Florida, 
is studying at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where she is majoring in Political Science 
and Modern Middle Eastern Studies. She 
spent her Fall ’15 semester abroad at Hebrew 
University, and together with Rebecca, is 
looking forward to starting the Shoresh 
Learning Community at the Penn Hillel in Fall 
‘16.

“My experience at the RRG Beit 
Midrash opened my eyes to how 
truly special and gratifying it can 
be to learn and engage with Jewish 
texts in a non-denominational 
setting. After spending my semester 
abroad learning with such a unique 
community, I knew I wanted to bring 
the openness and intellectual rigor 
of the RRG Beit Midrash to my home 
campus.”

Campus
Beit Midrash
Initiative

Rebecca Silver (left) and Liza Bernstein (right) 
with Penn Hillel Student President, Katie Hartman 
(center).
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The Lead, Live, and Learn 
Beit Midrash at University of 
California, Davis

Ben Ginsburg, originally from 
the Los Angeles area, is a senior 
at the University of California, 
Davis studying Communications 
and Economics. He spent his 
entire junior year studying abroad 
at Hebrew University. Ben is 
an active member of the Hillel 
community on his home campus, 
and will be a Campus Outreach 
Koret Fellow for the 2016-2017 
academic year, where he will 
pilot a non-denominational Beit 
Midrash-style Lunch and Learn 
program for students of all 
backgrounds. 

“My nine months in 
Israel have been full of 
challenging experiences in 
the best possible way. The 
RRG Beit Midrash Program 
gave me the opportunity to 
delve into the complexities 
of Jewish texts and grapple 
with their contemporary 
implications, and I want to 
bring that opportunity to 
my Hillel community.”

Gesharim: Building bridges between Hebrew 
University students from Israel and the Diaspora 
through Jewish Identity programming and textual 
learning 

After 31 years of successful work with thousands 
of overseas students from all backgrounds and 
denominations, the RRG Beit Midrash will be 
opening our doors this fall to a select number 
of Israeli students with a new program called 
Gesharim. 

The program’s goal is to provide an open 
communal framework for native-Israeli Hebrew 
University students from all backgrounds and 
Rothberg overseas students to connect through 
exploring questions of Jewish identity, engaging 
with Jewish texts, and celebrating Shabbat and 
holidays.

After running a successful pilot program this past 
fall, we saw that both the overseas students and 
the native Israeli students gained much from the 
interaction, and we look forward to developing this 
new program starting in November 2016.

GESHARIM

Ben Ginsberg (right) with his Beit Midrash chavruta, 
Ben Druce.
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QUOTES FROM ALUMNI

“The RRG Beit Midrash was my sole outlet for growing Jewishly 

during my year abroad, and it had a profound effect on me. To this 

day I study Pirkei Avot every morning after I finish Shacharit because 

of the inspiring experience I had learning it with Rabbi Grodner.” 

Adam Kwestel, IDF soldier, RRG Beit Midrash alum Fall ’12-Spring ‘13

“The RRG Beit Midrash is unlike any Jewish learning program I have ever been involved in. It is so open, accepting, and loving, and it manages to light the inner spark of everyone involved. Most of all, for students far from home, it is family and community.”
Liya Bibla Eben-Ezra, nursing student at Hadassah in Jerusalem, RRG Beit Midrash alum Spring ’14, and current volunteer

 “The RRG Beit Midrash program is still having an incredibly positive effect on my life, even after so many years since my time studying abroad. The Beit Midrash community members maintained their connection with me after I left Hebrew U, and continued to support me during my time in yeshiva and my IDF service. When I got engaged, Rabbi Udren offered to help prepare me for marriage by teaching me about building a Jewish home. To this day he continues to serve as a positive role model for me and my family.” 
Steven Perlin, Jerusalem U and Clarion Project  
Executive Assistant in 
Cleveland, OH, RRG Beit Midrash alum Spring ’12

“Four years ago, on my first Monday night 
at Hebrew U, a friend brought me to the 
RRG Beit Midrash Program. Little did I 
know how much it would shape my life. 
I made aliyah two years later, and I knew 
that I wanted to return as a volunteer 
and give students the same opportunity I 
got—Torah learning, connection to Israel, 
a warm and genuine community, and the 
space to ask questions and get answers.” 

Channah Barkhordari, doctoral candidate 
at Hebrew University in English 
Literature, RRG Beit Midrash alum Spring 
’12, and current volunteer
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Online Donations   
For Canadian Dollar and Israeli Shekel credit card donations, please be in touch with us at 
info@rrgbeitmidrash.org. Secure anonymous online tax deductible credit card donations for 
American dollars only can be made at: http://www.rrgbeitmidrash.org/donate.html
 
Check Donations
American Dollar, Canadian Dollar, and Israeli Shekel donations can also be made by check and 
mailed to the following address: 

Hillel Israel 
Attn: RRG Beit Midrash
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem, Israel

US checks should be made payable to: Hillel: the Foundation for Jewish Campus Life.

Israeli checks should be made out to: (הלל ישראל בע”ם )חל”צ. 

Canadian checks should be made payable to: Hillel Ontario. 

Please place a memo at the bottom of all checks to read: RRG Beit Midrash.

RRG Beit Midrash Dedication and Donation Information

Please join with the Rabbi Reuven Grodner Hillel Beit Midrash as we continue to inspire 
overseas students studying abroad at the Hebrew University with a tax-deductible US dollar, 
Canadian dollar, or Israeli shekel contribution. All dedications can be made in honor of or in 
memory of a loved one. We thank you for your support!

SCHOLARS’ CIRCLESUPPORT
Founder*$100,000
Benefactor$ 30,000
Patron$ 18,000

*Names to appear on all booklets, 
posters, publicity, etc., in perpetuity.

SPONSORSHIPSSUPPORT
Semester Sponsorship$ 10,000
CBMI Campus Sponsorship$  7,500
Shabbat Retreat$  5,000
Student for a year$  3,600
Student for a semester$  1,500
Holiday celebration$  1,000
Beit Midrash Learning$    500
Lecture$    360
Beit Midrash dinner$    250

Lunch N’Learn$    118

All gifts at above levels can be designated “In Honor of” or “In Memory of”.

PARTNER WITH THE RRG BEIT MIDRASH
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THE RABBI REUVEN GRODNER
BEIT MIDRASH

THE RABBI REUVEN GRODNER
BEIT MIDRASH

Hillel Israel 

ATTN. RRG BEIT MIDRASH 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem, Israel

CONTACT US!

www.RRGBeitMidrash.org

info@rrgbeitmidrash.org

RRG Beit Midrash

+972-2-581-7714


